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REMARKS 

Claims 1-25 are pending in the present application. 

Claims 1-6, 1 1-14, 17-20 are rejected. 

Claims 22-25 are allowed. 

Claims 7-10, 16 and 21 are objected to. 

Claims 1,2, 11 and 17 are amended herein. 

Claim 21 is canceled herein without prejudice. 

Reconsideration of the claims is respectfully requested. 

Allowed Claims 

The Applicants thank the Examiner for the indication that Claims 22-25. Because no 
amendment has been made to Claims 22-25, the Applicants respectfully submit that Claims 22- 
25 remain in condition for allowance. 

35 TJ.S.C. S 103 (ObvinnsiiMg) 

Claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 1 1-14, 17-19 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,302,293 to Wittern, et al ("Wittern") in view of U.S. Patent 
No. 3,128,013 to Hotstein, et aL ("Holstein"), U.S. Patent No. 4,999,556 to Masters ("Masters"), 
U.S. Patent No. 6,328,180 to Sorensen, et al. ("Sorensen"), U.S. Patent No. 6,330,856 to 
Fitzgerald, et al. ("Fitzgerald"), U.S. Patent No. 5,799,823 to Feltrin ("Feltrin '823") in further 
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view of U.S. Patent No. 6,321,936 to Feltrin ("Feltria '936"). Claims 3 and 4 were rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wittern, Holstein, Masters, Sorensen, 
Fitzgerald, Feltrin '823 and Feltrin '936 as applied to Claim 1 and further in view of U.S. Patent 
No. 4,298,138 to Odm ("Oden"). These rejections are respectfully traversed. 

The Examiner indicated in the September 6, 2007, Office Action that Claim 21 would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all the limitations of its base claim and any 
intervening claims. Claim 21 depended from Claim 17 and added the limitation that, upon 
completion of a vend operation, the controller operates the vend motor in reverse to prevent 
pilfering of products from the cradle. The Applicants have added this additional limitation to 
independent Claim 17 and independent Claims 1, 2 and 1 1 and respectfully submit that 
independent Claims 1, 2, 1 1 and 17 are now in condition for allowance. Claims 3-10, 12-16 and 
18-20 depend from Claims 2, 1 1 and 17, respectively, and include all the limitations of their 
respective base claims. As such, Claims 3-10, 12-16 and 18-20 are also in condition for 
allowance. 

Therefore, the rejections of Claims 1-6, 1 1-14 and 17-19 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 have 
been overcome. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
The Applicants lhank the Examiner for the indication that Claims 7-10, 15, 16 and 21 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of their base 
claims and any intervening claims. Claim 21 is canceled herein. Because the Applicants believe 
that the remaining claims in this application are patentable, the Applicant has not rewritten 
Claims 7-1 0 and 1 6 in independent form. 
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If any issues arise, or if the Examiner has any suggestions for expediting allowance of 
this Application, the Applicant respectfully invites the Examiner to contact the undersigned at the 
telephone number indicated below or at wmunck%nunckbutrus.com. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees connected with this 
communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-0208. 



P.O. Drawer 800889 

Dallas, Texas 75380 

(972) 628-3600 (main number) 

(972) 628-3616 (fax) 

E-mail; wmunck@munckbutrus.com 



Respectfully submitted, 



Munck Butrus Carter, p.c. 





■William A. Munck 
Registration No. 39,308 
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